
Rob or Return?
MALACHI 3:6-12



Malachi 3:6-12

6 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O 
descendants of Jacob, are not destroyed. 7 Ever 
since the time of your forefathers you have turned 
away from my decrees and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to you," says the 
LORD Almighty. "But you ask, 'How are we to 
return?'  8 "Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. 
"But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and 
offerings.  9 You are under a curse - the whole 
nation of you - because you are robbing me.



Malachi 3:6-12

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that 
there may be food in my house. Test me in this," 
says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I will not 
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it. 11 I will prevent pests from 
devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields 
will not cast their fruit," says the LORD Almighty. 
12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for 
yours will be a delightful land," says the LORD 
Almighty.



When Godôs people give generously to His work, 

they - and others - will see the blessings of God.
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1:1 Introduction

1:2-5 Speech #1

1:6-2:9 Speech #2

2:10-16 Speech #3

2:17-3:5 Speech #4

3:6-12 Speech #5 Unfaithfulness and Giving

3:13-4:3 Speech #6

4:4-6 Summary

Godôs covenant love

Proper worship & spiritual leadership

Unfaithfulness to covenants

Unfaithfulness and the ñDay of the Lordò



If you are not a Christian, 

WE DONôT WANT YOUR MONEY!



Three blessings that result from generous giving to 

God:



Three blessings that result from generous giving to 

God:

1.  Nearness to God (6-9)

6 "I the LORD do not change. So you, O descendants 
of Jacob, are not destroyed. 

7 Ever since the time of your forefathers you have 
turned away from my decrees and have not kept them. 
Return to me, and I will return to you," says the LORD 
Almighty. 

ñBut you ask, 'How are we to return?' 8 "Will a man rob 
God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob 
you?' "In tithes and offerings. 9 You are under a curse -
the whole nation of you - because you are robbing me.



2.  Participation in Godôs great purposes (10a) 

10 Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there 
may be food in my house.



3.  Overwhelming BIBLICAL prosperity (10b-12)

Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour 
out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it. 

11 I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and 
the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the 
LORD Almighty. 

12 "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours 
will be a delightful land," says the LORD Almighty.



Contrasts with ñunbiblical prosperityò:

a.  For Godôs people as a whole

b.  To enjoy and bless others, not to consume 
selfishly

c.  As a tremendous testimony to outsiders



When Godôs people give generously to His work, 

they - and others - will see the blessings of God.



Malachi 3 New Testament

Amount Tithes and offerings

Place Storehouse

Result Blessing



Malachi 3 New Testament

Amount Tithes and offerings Liberal, cheerful giving 

with right motives 

(2 Cor. 9:6-7)

2 Corinthians 9:6-7
6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 

sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap 

generously. 7 Each man should give what he has decided 

in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, 

for God loves a cheerful giver.



Malachi 3 New Testament

Place Storehouse ñStorehousesò didnôt exist

1 Corinthians 16:19
The churches in the province of Asia send you greetings. 

Aquila and Priscilla greet you warmly in the Lord, and so 

does the church that meets at their house.



Malachi 3 New Testament

Place Storehouse To further Godôs work 

through the church 

(2 Cor. 8-9)

2 Corinthians 8:1-2
1 And now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace 

that God has given the Macedonian churches. 2 Out of the 

most severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 

poverty welled up in rich generosity.



Malachi 3 New Testament

Place Storehouse By principle, the place of 

spiritual nourishment, 

worship and service



Malachi 3 New Testament

Result Blessing Blessing (Luke 6:38)

Luke 6:38
38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 

be measured to you."



Malachi 3 New Testament

Result Blessing Continued enablement 

and glory to God

(2 Cor. 9:8-13)

2 Corinthians 9:8-13
8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in 

all things at all times, having all that you need, you will 

abound in every good work.  9 As it is written: "He has 

scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness 

endures forever." 10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower 

and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of 

seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 



Malachi 3 New Testament

Result Blessing Continued enablement 

and glory to God

(2 Cor. 9:8-13)

2 Corinthians 9:8-13
11 You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 
generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity 
will result in thanksgiving to God. 12 This service that you 
perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13

Because of the service by which you have proved 
yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that 
accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for 
your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.



How can we make it happen?

(1) Understand the larger significance of money.

(2) Establish eternal priorities.

a. God first



House

Food

TV

Car

God


